
DECEMBER 17, 2018  ♥  THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
 
 
 

 St. Gregory the Great 

224 Brooklyn Ave. 

Brooklyn, NY 11213 

Tel 718- 773-0100  

Fax 718- 773-4198 

Email: faithcommstgreg@aol.com 

 

Mass Schedule: 

Mon. –Fri 8:30am; Sat.Vigil-5pm 

Sunday  11:30am 

Saturday: Reconciliation-4:00 pm 

 

Office Staff 

Secretary: Rosanne Barber Ext.100 

D.R.E: Monica Flemmings 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday: 8:00am-4:00pm 
 

Saint Gregory the Great  

Catholic Academy 

Spiritual & Academic Excellence 

2520 Church Ave. 

 Brooklyn N.Y.11226 

Tel 718-282-2770;  

Fax 718-774-3332 

Principal: Mr. Rudolph Cyrus 

 

St. Matthew 

1123 Eastern Pkwy.,  

Brooklyn, NY 11213 

Tel 718- 774-6747;   

Fax 718- 953-4895 

Email: stmatthew1123@aol.com 
 

Mass Schedule: 

Monday-Friday 7:30am & 

9:00am 

Saturday 8:00am & 8:00pm 

Saturday: Reconciliation-7:30 pm 

or by appointment 

 

Sunday:  

English-7:30am & 11:30am 

Spanish 9:30am; Kreyol 1:30pm 

 

Office Staff 

Secretary: Sharon Andrews 

D.R.E.: Clare McCallan  

 
 

Office Hours: 

Monday:9:30am-4:00pm  

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday: 

9:30am-7:00pm 

Thursday: 9:30am-9:00pm  

Saturday: 10:00am-7:00pm 

Sunday: 9:00am-4:00pm 

 

Our Lady Of Charity 

1669 Dean St.,  

Brooklyn, NY 11213 

Tel 718- 774-5100;  

 Fax 718- 778-3335 

Email: OlcharityRC@aol.com 
 

Mass Schedule: 

Sunday: Rosary 9:00am 

9:30am-Praise & Worship 

10am-Mass 
 

Office Staff: 

Secretary: Patricia Romain 

D.R.E.: Ethel Andoh-Menson 
 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday:10am-6pm 
 

Catholic Cemeteries–  

80-01 Metropolitan Ave. 

Middle Village, NY 11379 

Tel:718 – 894-4888 

Pastoral Staff 
Pastor 

Fr. Frank Black 

 

In Residence 
Bishop Guy Sansaricq 

 

Priests 

Fr. Jean–Augustin  

Francois 

Fr. Juan Luxama 

Fr. Apollinaris Anyomi 

 

 

Deacons 

Roy George 

Nickie Colon 

 

 

Website: www.stmatthewrc.org  

St. Matthew Parish 



 3rd Sunday of Advent - What should we Do? 

                                        

ST. MATTHEW 

 

DECEMBER 17THş RECONCILIATION MONDAYş  
Confessions from 4 to 8 PM. 

 

DECEMBER 24th ŞCHRISTMAS EVE: MIDNIGHT 
MASSŞ Church opens @ 10 PM - Christmas pageant; 

10:30 -Recitation of the Rosary; 11:30şCaroling    
 

DECEMBER 25TH Ş CHRISTMAS DAY: 11:00 AM  
 

DECEMBER 31ST - NEW YEARšS EVE: MIDNIGHT--  
Church opens @ 10 PM. Recitation of the Divine 

Mercy 
 

JANUARY 1ST Ş NEW YEARšS DAY: 11:00 AM 
 
 
 

ST. GREGORY  

 

DECEMBER 17THş RECONCILIATION MONDAYş  
Confessions from 4 Ş5:30; 5:30 ş 8 PM. 

 

DECEMBER 24TH Ş  CHRISTMAS EVE: MIDNIGHT; 
DOORS OPEN AT 11 PM. PRELUDE BEGINS AT 

11:30 PM 
 

DECEMBER 25TH Ş CHRISTMAS DAY: 10 AM  
 

DECEMBER 31ST -  NEW YEARšS EVE: 9 PM  
 

JANUARY 1ST Ş       NEW YEARšS DAY: 10 AM 
 
 

OUR LADY OF CHARITY 
 

DECEMBER 17THş RECONCILIATION MONDAYş  
Confessions from 4 ş 8 PM. 

 

DECEMBER 24TH Ş  CHRISTMAS EVE: MIDNIGHT; 
Caroling at  11:30 PM followed by Mass @ midnight,  

 

DECEMBER 25TH Ş CHRISTMAS DAY: 10 AM  
@ St. Matthew 

 

DECEMBER 31ST NEW YEARšS EVE: 9 PM followed 
by Watch Night 

 

JANUARY 1ST Ş NEW YEARšS DAY: 10 AM Mass @ 
St. Matthew  

ST. MATTHEW PARISH CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE  

 People took John the Baptist very seriously. They 

were interested in what he had to say.  They  
responded to his directives.  He told them to join him 
in the fight against sin.  They were baptized.  He told 

them to prepare for the Kingdom of God.  They 
asked: What should we do? 

  
            John answered them by telling them to apply 

his message to their lives.  Tax collectors were told to 
stop cheating people.  Soldiers were told to stop  

extorting money.  People with means, those with two 
cloaks, were told to share their possessions. 

  
            What should we do?  In the Gospel of Luke 

6:36,  Jesus says, ţBe compassionate as your  
heavenly Father is compassionate.Ť 

  
            Compassion is defined as having pity and 

concern for the suffering of others.  We need to have 
compassion on those around us as well as those  

suffering in our nation and our world. This morning, I 
want to focus in on the home.  The center of the 

home, the heart of the family, is the Mom.  She needs 
compassion.  Husbands need to have compassion for 

their wives.  Those women with children at home, 
particularly babies and young children, live with the 
constant pressure of caring for their children.  They 

want everything to be wonderful in the home, but feel 
that it is mostly on their shoulders.  Christmas  

approaches and they feel overwhelmed with all that 
needs to be done to create a special time for the fam-
ily.  They spend so much time trying to please others 

that they often run out of gas.  
 

When the Lord taught us how to pray, He included 
the phrase: Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.  We need to apply 

this to our family life.  All of us have battle stories.  All 
of us have been wronged by others, including those 
within our own homes.  All of us need forgiveness 

from others.  Mostly, though, we need forgive-
ness  from God.  But we cannot receive forgiveness 
unless we are doing our best to give forgiveness.  

  

            ţWhat should we do to prepare for the King-
dom of God?Ť the people asked John the Baptist, and 
we ask the Lord today.  ţHave compassion,Ť the Lord 
says.   Receive His Mercy, and extend this mercy to 

others.  



BREAD & WINE, CANDLE, BLESSINGS MASS INTENTIONS  

ST. MATTHEW: MASS INTENTIONS 

Saturday  
Dec 15 

8:00pm– In loving memory of Virginia 
Howell by granddaughter,Debbie 

Howell 

Sunday 
Dec 16 
Third 

Sunday of 
Advent 

 

7:30amŞ R.I.P. Frederick Bubb by 
Germaine Charles 

 

9:30amŞFor our parishioners 
 

 

11:30amŞ Birthday blessings Marjorie 
Joseph by her children 

 

1:30pmŞ Que son ame repose en paix 
Reginald Osse  by mother, Beatrice Jn. 

Francois 

Monday 
Dec 17 

7:30am– For the liberation of Francoise 
Antenor & Oczane Joseph by Linda 

Antenor 
 

9:00am–Blessings & protection in this 
tough time for Alexis Farray by mom, 

Velda Farray 

Tuesday  
Dec 18 

 

7:30am– To St. Matthew for my job& 
protection for my family by Yvette 

Moussignac 
 

9:00am–R.I.P. Egbert & Florence 
Roper Reid by Diane Fontelli 

Wednesday 
Dec 19 

 

7:30am– God’s love , peace,  blessings 
& happiness for my children 

 

9:00am– Wedding anniversary 
blessings for Patricia & Edmund Sumra 

Thursday  
Dec 20 

 7:30am–For the Catholic Church  
 

9:00am– Birthday blessings for Jayden 
Delauney by family  

Friday 
Dec 21 

7:30am–Happy 3rd birthday Amir by 
grandmom, Marie  

 

9:00am–R.I.P. Norma Smith  

Saturday  
Dec.22 

8:00am–In loving memory of Loreen 
Hutchinson by Levonne Lambert  

WEEKLY READINGS 

OUR LADY OF CHARITY: MASS INTENTIONS 

ST. GREGORY: MASS INTENTIONS 

Sun Dec 16 Zep 3:14-18; Phil 4:4-7 ;Lk 3:10-18 

Mon Dec 17 Gn 49: 2,8-10 ; Mt:1:1-17 

Tue Dec 18 Jer 23: 5-8; Mt: 1:18-25 

Wed Dec 19 Jgs 13: 2-7 Lk 1:5 Ş25 

Thu Dec 20 Is 7: 10-14; Lk 1:26-38 

Fri Dec 21 Sg 2: 8-14 or Zep 3:14-18; Lk 1:39-45 

Sat Dec. 22 1 Sm 1 48: 24-28; Lk 1:46-56 

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS:  

 

Cheryl Cudjoe, Marylene Peters, Logan Cadore,  
Akeel St.Vil, Princess Mc All, Stephanie Bascombe, 

Eliza Brann, Noah Gitten, M. Roger Holland ll, Shawn 
Lancaster, Meneik Culley,  Raymond Jorsling,  
Alvin Barnett, Kalla Boyd, Christopher Blaize,  

Elizabeth Alexander,   We pray to the Lord. 
 
 

 

TODAYšS MASS : Memorial mass for Michael Griffith 
who was killed years ago, may his soul rest in peace, 

We pray to the Lord. 
 

 

 

 PARISH PRAYER: For our parish, that the three 
communities of St. Matthew, St. Gregory the Great 
and Our Lady of Charity, learn how to merge and 
grow together  spiritually and become financially 

sound as three and yet one,  

We pray to the Lord. 
 

 

 

Our next baptism is January 13th ţThe Baptism of 
Our LordŤ, all parents or guardians please speak to 
Mrs. Frame or Ms. Romain bring with you the childšs 

birth certificate .  

 

 
 

                 BREAD - Birthday blessings for Princess 
Frank 

                WINE - Birthday blessings and thanksgiving 
for Valerie Edwards 

 
         In loving memory of Dennis Ruffin by wife,  

Catherine Ruffin 

 ST. MATTHEW-BREAD & WINE - DECEMBER 

 CANDLES DECEMBER 16-22 

Saturday, 

Dec. 15th 

5 PM Vigil Mass for  Silvester 
Brathwaite for Healing 

Sunday, 

Dec. 16th 

11:30 AM Mass for Riel Fontenelle, 
R.I.P., Requested by 

The Fontenelle Family 

 

Bread & Wine for Ethel Belfon, 
R.I.P., Requested by 

Cynthia Charles & Family 



WEEKLY MEETINGS  REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS 

For the homebound, hospitalized and sick 
 

Carmen Allen, Armelle Amilcar, Patricia Bowen, 
Silvestre Brathwaite, Ismay Brewster, Paulita  

Caberra, Yolande Cadet,  
 Delcia Charles,Enide Clarke, Maurice Cunningham,  

Mother Veronica Dale, Calvert Davis, Polly Davis, 
Catherine DeLeon, Eulalia Diaz, Dorothy Edwards, 
Yvonne Edwards, Stella Emmanuel, Mother Carrie 

Frasier, Cynthia Gairy, Muriel Gomez, Trina  
Gonzalez, Jose Guerrero, Gwendolyn Harding, Joan 

Hudson, 
 Danielle Huie, Enid Huntley, Janice Hutchings,  

Kerlyne Hyppolite, Serge Jaboui, Fernando James,  
Ian Kellman, Albert Kirton, Deacon James Lacy,  

Percival Lewis, Sampson Lewis, Luis Manuel 
Lorenzo,  

Madelin Lorenzo, Jean Lubin, Barbara Manuel, 
Mother Virginia Marcellin,  

Judith Matthew, Mother Pearl  
Matthews, Leticia McDowell, Vernita McDowell, Ethel  

AndohŞ Menson, Kerry Mills, Isai Munoz, Marta 
Munoz, Nelson Munoz, Suzanna Neil,  Edith Neu-

mann (child) Mother Dolores Olff, Marie Pierre, Clyde 
Pryce, Dorothy Irons Reid,  Catherine Richards,  

Carlos Rudas,  Rita Salandy, Carl Serrette, Frances 
Smith,Pamela Smith, Lisa Scott Spencer, Javier  
Talango, Cynthia Thomas, Edris Thomas, Irvine  

Thomas, Ethel Thompson,   Mother Margaret  
Thompson, Lyonette Tribie, Janet Throne, Carmen 

Valentine, Martel Vendryes, Audrey Williams. 
 
 

SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR:  
 

SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR : Lelitza Ford, Omari 
Ausby, Una Europe, Paul Hawker, Louisa Frame,  
Emillio Holder,  Edna King, Kerdal Wilson, Dean 
Jackson, Vernice Chambers , Angelique Slade, 
Clarice Charles, Lisa & Ricardo Watson, Belinda  

Herbert,  Viola King, Brent,  Jamar, Livingston & Ja-
myra  Williams, Patricia , Dexter Marshall & family, 
Brouet & Griffith families , all families represented 

here today.  
 

All  students, teachers and principals, President   
Donald Trump & family,  our Government, prayers 

and petitions in our prayer basket, for the all Priests 
especially those who serve here at Charity, Religious  
Vocations, and an increase in  Religious Vocations, 
all men and women serving our country, the elders, 

all who are incarcerated, and unexpressed prayers for 
immigrants, the DACA program, the mentally sick, 

and  for world peace 
 

We pray to the Lord. 

 

WEEK OF SUNDAY 12/16/18 @ ST. GREGORY 
+ 9:30 AM Sunday School Classes have resumed, also 

OPEN FOR REGISTRATION 

+ 10:30 AM Rosary Recitation Every Sunday  
+ 11:30AM Mass – Christmas Pageant – Church 

+ After Mass ï Choir Ministry hosting Bake Sale 

+ 5 PM St. Matthew Christmas Concert featuring The 3 

Worship Sites 

+ CREDIT UNION OPEN & GIFT SHOP OPEN 

MONDAY 12/17/18  

+ 4 PM to 8 PM Confessions ï Church 

+ 7:30 PM Advent Candle Light Service 

TUESDAY 12/18/18  

+7:15 PM Bible Study ï Rectory basement 

WEDNESDAY 12/19/18  

+ CLOSED ï ARISE Creole  

+CLOSED ï ARISE English  

+ Crown Heights North Association end of year Meeting 

THURSDAY 12/20/18  

+ CLOSED - Senior Bible Study & ARISE  

+ SATURDAY 12/22/18 

+ 4 PM Vigil Choir Rehearsal-Choir Room 
+ 6 PM- Light Fest – Church 

+CLOSED ï ARISE ( St. Matthew) 
 

WEEK OF SUNDAY 12/16/18 @ ST. MATTHEW  
 + 11:45am Legion nidi de la Presentation  

+ 1:30pm Youth Ministry   

MONDAY 12/17/18 

+ 7:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous  

+ 7:00pm Haitian Charismatic Prayer Group  
 

TUESDAY 12/18/18 

+ 7:00pm The Bible in our lives—CLOSED 
 

WEDNESDAY 12/19/18 
 

+ 11am– Senior Group 
 

SATURDAY 12/22/18 

+ 4pm-Youth Choir Rehearsal 

+4:15pm-Haitian Legion of Mary  
 

 

OUR LADY OF CHARITY  

+ 1st, 2nd & 3rd, Mondays A .A Group 6pm—9pm  

+ 3rd Tuesdays 7pm             

Liturgy Meeting 7pm 

AA Group 6pm-9pm 
 

Thursdays A. A. Group 6pm —9pm  

 NO Praise & Worship Team 7pm  
 

+ Fridays -Feather Men 5pm  
 

2nd, 3rd & 4th Saturdays  
 

Bible & Culture 10am—noon  

+ Every Saturday Prayer Group 8 am-10  
 

2nd & 4th Saturdays Liturgical Dancers  
 

Every Saturday Feathers Meeting 5pm 

Every Sunday after Mass- Choir Rehearsal  

+ 3rd Sunday-Baptism 

+ 1st & 3rd Sunday -Apologetics  



UPCOMING PARISH EVENTSðST. MATTHEW 
 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 
 

 

1st Prizeş  $2,000.00,  

2nd Prizeş Caribbean cruise 

voucherş$1,000.00  

3rd Prizeş  I pad pro 2017 

4th prizeŞ 2 Sports Tickets & a Smart watch 

5h prizeş $100 Amazon gift card 

 

 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

TIS THE SEASON WITH OUR MUSIC ENSEMBLE   

SUNDAY,DECEMBER 16th at 5PM FEATURING 

THE ADULT 

 ENGLISH ,SPANISH & HAITIAN CHOIRS. 

CHILDRENšS CHOIR, OUR LADY OF CHARITY & 

St. GREGORY  

STEELPAN & SOLO PERFORMANCES  
 

AT AN  INCREDIBLE PRICE OF 

 $20 ADULTS & $10 CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER  
 

OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS RAFFLE IS 

DRAWN DURING THE CONCERT  

 

 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS  FOR NEEDY CHILDREN 

Deadline  for bringing in gifts or gift cards is Sunday, 

December 16th. Be sure to drop the gift cards off 

in the rectory.  

 
 

THE BIBLE IN OUR LIVES 

Bible classes with  Fr. Apollo is on  Christmas break. 

We will resume next year on Tuesdays at 7 PM in the 

Parish Center. 

 

ALTAR SERVERS MEETING 

Fr. Juan will have an Altar servers meeting on 

Wednesday, December 19th at 4 PM in the chapel. 

 

 

RECTORY CLOSING 

The rectory will be closed on Christmas Day, 

Tuesday, December 25th and Boxing Day, 

Wednesday, December 26th. 

We will also be closed on New Yearšs Day, Tuesday,  

January 1st and Wednesday January 2nd. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTSðST. GREGORY 

ST. GREGORY THE GREAT SCHOOL:   
 

REGISTRATION for Saint Gregory The Great 
Catholic Academy for the school year 2018-2019 is 

taking place.  You are welcomed Monday thru Friday 
from 9AM to 2PM.  If those times are not convenient, 

please call the office for an appointment at  
718-774-3330  

 

2018 ADVENT - CHRISTMAS CALENDAR 

REMINDER  
 

Sunday, Dec. 16th Christmas Pageant 
@ 11:30 AM Mass 

 
Monday, Dec. 17th Reconciliation Monday 

Confession - 
@ 4 PM to 8 PM in Church 

Followed by Advent Candle Light Service 
@ 7 PM Ş Church 

 
Monday, Dec. 24th & 25th Ş Feast of Christmas 

Mon. (Christmas Eve) Christmas Midnight Mass 
Doors open @ 11 PM 
Prelude @11:30 PM 

Mass @ Midnight 
 

Tues. Dec. 25th Ş Christmas Day 
@ 10 AM Mass in Church 

 
Saturday, Dec. 29th & Sunday, Dec. 30th 

Feast of the Holy Family 
Sat. Vigil Mass @ 5 PM 
Sun. Mass @ 11:30 AM 

şşşşşşşşşşşşşşşşşşşşşşş 
ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 

 

On behalf of our parish, I would like to thank you for 
your generous pledge to the 2018 Annual Catholic 
Appeal.  We only have a few weeks remaining to the 
2018 Appeal . 
 

I have been overwhelmed by the generosity of our 
parishioners and I am tremendously grateful for your 
support. So that we can continue collecting the funds 
raised, I hope that you might be able to make a 
payment on your pledge. You should also be 
receiving reminders from the Catholic Foundation.  
Please call (718) 965-7375, ext.1602, if you are not 
receiving your statement or if you have any questions 
regarding your pledge. You can also sign up to make 
payments online at www.Annual CatholicAppeal.org. 
 
Your support is greatly appreciated. If you would like 

to discuss your pledge further please feel free to 

contact me at any time. Fr. Frank Black  



  

SCHOOL OF RELIGION @ ST. MATTHEW 

 

SACRAMENTS & REGISTRATION 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

We urge everyone to register in the parish. Any letter     
concerning sponsorship for the sacraments or          

testimonial letters will only be issued to   registered 
parishioners of  6+ months. Please register @ the 

rectory, you can fill out the form on the left and bring 
to the rectory 

 

BAPTISM: . 

To have your child baptized in St. Matthew, you must 

pick up a list of requirements in the rectory 
 

MARRIAGE: 

Marriage sacrament requires a time of  spiritual 

preparation. Therefore, couples should make  ar-

rangements six months to a year before the planned 

date, by making an appointment with the parish priest 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  

If you or a loved one is near death or very ill and need 

a priest , we encourage you to call the chaplain of the 

hospital or call our rectory 
   

PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY 
 

 If anyone is interested in joining the Pastoral Care 
Homebound Ministry please leave your name and 

telephone number in the rectory.  
 

RCIA  

RCIA stands for RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 

OF ADULTS and is composed of a series of sessions 

bringing people together to experience the prayer life 

of the church as well as learn about its doctrines and 

teachings. Using the readings from the Bible which 

we hear daily at Mass, the Sacred Liturgy as well as 

the Catechism of the Catholic Church, teens and 

adults who have not yet done so  prepare themselves 

to receive the sacraments of  Baptism, Confirmation & 

Holy Eucharist.  
 

RCIA is offered in Spanish, Kreyol & English and 

is for people who: 

§ Were baptized in the Catholic Church but  have 

not  received the  sacrament of  Confirmation, 

First Holy Communion  or First Confession 

§ Were baptized in another Christian denomination 

and wish to join the Catholic Church 

§ Were never baptized & wish to fully worship in the 

Catholic Church  

§ Want to know more about what it means to be  

Catholic? 

The sessions begin in October. If you are interested 

in knowing more, please contact the rectory.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

School of Religion @ St. Matthew 

IS NOW CLOSED  

 

School of Religion @ Our Lady of Charity 

Registration for school of religion is ongoing  

 

 

School of Religion @ St. Gregory 

Registration for Sacrament classes is now taking 

place 

PARISH REGISTRATION 

Adoration in the Chapel:  
Monday Ş Friday 

  After 9:00 am Mass until 12:00 noon.  
  The Divine Mercy is recited during the 
 reposition.  There is Benediction every 

First Friday at Noon. 
 

Full Name______________________ 

 

 

Address 1_______________________ 

 

 

Address 2________________________ 

 

 

Telephone Number _________________ 

 

 

Email Address ______________________ 

 

 

Were you registered before ____________ 

 

If yes, registration # __________ 

 

Todayšs Date____________________ 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 



ST. GREGORY 

OUR LADY OF CHARITY 

COLLECTION 12/08ñ12/09 

ST. MATTHEW 

Mass  

 

Enve-

lopes 

Used  

Envelope 

Collection  

Loose 

money   
Totals  

5:00 pm  29 577.00 153.42 730.42 

11:30AM  50 774.00 786.00 1,560.00 

Grand  

Total  
79 1,351.00 939.42 2,290.42 

Immaculate 

Conception 
 215.00  215.00 

Mass  

 

Enve-

lopes  

Used  

Envelope  

Collection  

Loose 

money   
Total  

10am  62 2,257.00 57.00 2,314.00 

Free will  10 290.00 — 290.00 

Grand  

Total  
72 2,547.00 57.00 2,604.00 

Mass  

 

Enve-

lopes 

Used  

Envelope 

Collection  

Loose 

money   
Totals  

8 PM 55 1,437.25 437.50 1,874.75 

7:30 AM 131 3,155.00 390.61 3,545.61 

9:30 AM 52 869.32 421.00 1,290.32 

11:30 AM 97 2,787.00 449.71 3,236.71 

1:30 PM 50 695.50 115.00 810.50 

L.I.R. 26 742.81 — 742.81 

TOTAL 411 9,686.88 1,813.82 11,500.70 

Immaculate 

Conception 
 950.00  950.00 

Gaudete Sunday ð The Third Sunday of Advent 

GENERAL WEEKLY EXPENSES 

 

 

ST. MATTHEW , 
OUR LADY OF CHARITY AND  

ST. GREGORY ş 
$ 27,000.00 

 
 

GENERAL WEEKLY EXPENSES 

A Joyful  Sunday.  The Third Sunday of Advent is also 
known as Gaudete Sunday.  The word ţgaudeteŤ is derived 
from the Latin words ţgaudium,Ť joy, and ţgaudeo,Ť to rejoice 
or be glad.   
 

The Term ţGaudete.Ť  Gaudete is taken from the Entrance 
Antiphon:  ţRejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 
 Indeed, the Lord is nearŤ . Advent is a time of joyful expecta-
tion and eager preparation for the Solemnity of Christmas. 
 

Multiple Reasons for Joy.  There is joy in looking forward 
to the annual celebration of Christmas, but there is also joy 
in remembering the birth of Jesus on the first Christmas. 
There is joy in knowing that he was born to save people from 
their sins . The joy also extends to anticipation of the Second 
Coming, either at the end of physical life or the end of the 
world, the time when believers will be given the crown of 
righteousness and a place in the Fatheršs house to dwell with 
God and his angels and saints for all eternity. 
 

A Joyful Color.  Rose represents joy and may be used as 
the liturgical color for Gaudete Sunday.  Violet remains the 
official color for the Season of Advent, the Third Sunday in-
cluded, because all of Advent has a penitential tone, a time 
of conversion, reparation, and forgiveness.  Gaudete Sunday 
offers a one-day respite to look ahead to the joyful celebra-
tion of the Nativity. 
 

Joyful Adornments.  The priest may wear a rose chasuble 
and the deacon may wear a rose dalmatic.  Church decora-
tions may include roses or other flowers, a rose-colored altar 
cloth, drapery on the pulpit or ambo, chalice veil, tabernacle 
curtain, or wall hangings.  The third candle of the Advent 
wreath is rose. 
 

Joyful Prayers.  The prayers in The Roman Missal on the 
Third Sunday of Advent convey a joyful message.  The im-
mediacy of Christmas is addressed in the Collect, ţO God, 
who see how your people faithfully await the feast of the 
Lordšs Nativity,Ť followed by two references to joy:  ţenable 
us ũ to attain the joys of so great a salvationŤ and ţto cele-
brate them [with] ũ glad rejoicing.Ť  Preface II of Advent 
says ţwe rejoice at the mystery of his NativityŤ and that we 
are ţexultant in his praise.Ť  The Communion Antiphon con-
tains the joyful message, ţBehold, our God will come, and he 
will save usŤ (cf. Is 35:4).  Two invocations in the Advent Sol-
emn Blessing refer to joy:  the second, ţmay he make you ũ 
joyful in hope,Ť and the third, ţRejoicing now with devotion at 
the Redeemeršs coming.Ť  
 

Joyful Readings.  The Scripture texts for the Third Sunday 
of Advent, Year A, have multiple references to joy.  On the 
day that the promised Messiah comes, ţthe Arabah will re-
joiceŤ (Is 35:1); it will ţrejoice with joyful songŤ (Is 
35:2). Those the Lord has ransomed are ţcrowned with ever-
lasting joyŤ and ţmeet with joy and gladnessŤ (Is 35:10).  The 
Responsorial Psalm is a joyful hymn of praise of God who is 
faithful, just, liberator, healer, protector, provider, eternal, 
and almighty (Ps 146:6-10).  The second reading makes the 
joyful declaration that ţthe coming of the Lord is at 
handŤ (Jas 5:8b).  In the gospel, Jesus was asked if he is the 
Messiah, the one who is to come, and he made the joyful 
observation that the sick were cured, the dead raised, and 
the poor had the good news proclaimed to them (Mt 11:5), all 
signs that indeed, the Messiah had come, which is reason to  

rejoice. 


